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Abstract

This paper attempts to present the potential derived from the usage of Internet and multimedia applications as educational resources in English for Professional Purposes. In this sense, we carry out an empirical research on the effectiveness of two methodological online approaches: (1) a teacher-directed online learning where Internet materials and language applications are  delivered  and designed by the instructor within a linguistic online context; (2) a learner-determined online learning, methodological approach in which the students, responsible for their own learning acquisition, determine and decide on the learning process and the resulting product.

We firstly analyse some of the theoretical  considerations on which our research is based by presenting some of the online methodologies used in learning foreign languages with computer support.

In the light of these premises, this work presents the preliminary results obtained in the application of both methodological approaches (teacher-oriented versus student-determined) on the development of a Technical English course in professional contexts.

