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Legalese, or the English discourse of lawyers, has traditionally been defined as 

an archaic, far-fetched, prolix and mind-boggling set of genres.Is this always 

the case? is the question that we try to resolve in our paper, which expounds 

the traditionally acknowledged "truths" about the discourse and attempts to go 

beyond them. For this purpose, we analyse two instances of legal texts of  

contractual origin and an international dimension, adopting genre analysis as a 

method to veritably assess their difficulty and its function as a communicative 

device to assert professional identity and attain effectiveness. 

Congresso da Associação Europeia de Linguas pa ra Fins Especificos ha escrito: 

  > Dear Madams, dear Sirs, 

  > 

  > We are pleased to invite you to submit contributions to the II 

  > International Congress AELFE. 

  > In attachment you will find the necessary information. 

  > We kindly ask you to inform other colleagues who this event might 

  > interest. 

  > 

  > Yours faithfully, 

  > 

  > 

  > The Organizing Committee 

  > 

  > Ivone Cunha (President) 

  > Alexandra Albuquerque 

  > Isabel Ardions 

  > Marco Furtado 

  > [Congresso da Associação Europeia de Linguas para Fins Especificos] 

  > 

  > P.S. - We apologise for the inconvenience if you have already received 

  > this message. 

  > 
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