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Abstract:


Scientific writing has its own characteristics in each language and non native writers of English are used to other structures or ways of expressing their concept of reality that are inherited from their cultural environment. This different way of expressing their ideas or experiments can be observed if we contrast their written production (texts) with that of native writers. In this study, we contrasted fifty scientific articles produced by native English writers with fifty scientific articles produced by non native Spanish writers. Our aim was to discern the variations or differences in the use of the English verbal tenses and in this way, determine their causes. We could prove the existence of a standard tense used by both groups of writers, but also, we noticed variations owned to cultural influences of the mother tongue.

