Titles and Abstracts in Current Contents for Social and Behavioral Sciences.
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On-line Current Contents have become a vital tool for scientists to keep up-to-date and to gain access to recent investigations in their fields. In contrast to paper-format bulletins, the on-line versions include an abstract together with the name of the author and the title, increasing the relevance of this publication. Using four well-known journals, we study titles, analyzing the relationship existing between them and the corresponding abstracts, not only from the content point of view but also focusing on rhetorical devices and linguistic realizations. Results seem to indicate that the title is related to one section of the abstract; such a relationship has an influence on the way the title is expressed and, therefore, it has important methodological implications.
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