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ABSTRACT

Because of the emergence of the English language as the vehicle of scientific 

communication, the demand for the mastery in language has increased. Thus, to respond to 

this demand linguistics and teachers have devoted their studies to define the distinctive 

features of ESP and to design courses that meet the needs of these “special” students.

In our paper we address mainly to the teaching-learning of strategies for the language 

skills, an area of growing importance and which is receiving considerable attention in 

ESP. Most of these courses are based on the practice of these  various skills and include 

from the ability to write a piece of discourse to the skills of listening and understanding 

lectures, the skills necessary to participate in  seminars or those needed to read and 

understand a text.

We think that the study and practice of these skills should be included in an ESP course 

and the teacher will choose if he/she is going to teach them through specialised subject 

or through common core materials, that could be applied by the student to his own 

special subject, or through a combination of  the two .

We propose new directions for pedagogy and methodology translated into practical 

classroom applications and with respect to a  scientific English course.

