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In order to identify the main objectives in the training of public service interpreters (PSI) on the Canary Islands, it is critical to define the groups which potentially could require professional PSI services. 

The tradition of the Canaries as a tourist destination has had a strong impact on the islands in the last thirty years. One direct consequence is the huge number of visitors facing situations which often can only be mastered with the assistance of a professional interpreter. One must also consider the PSI needs of the growing resident population of northern and central Europeans who are not fully integrated into everyday life on the Canaries.  

We also have the group of non-Spanish-speaking immigrants proceeding mainly from Africa and Eastern Europe. Most are on their way to Western Europe, but some stay on the Canaries. This group is a recent addition to this increasingly multicultural society and is likely to set the phenomenon of family reunification in motion. he government and theof these islandshe increansingly mulnarian. es in the last thirty years ices on the Canry Islanns_________Because of the low income level of this new population, it is foreseeable that social assistance, and the related PSI services, will soon be required in a number of fields. 

As an initial response to the changing face of Canarian society, the Universidad de La Laguna has been offering a post-doctoral course in public service interpreting since the year 2000: The Experto Universitario en Interpretación de Lenguas. This course could well be a milestone leading to the (highly overdue) emergence of a professional PSI sector. 

