Developing learner strategies for keeping records of professional language on a Business English course
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Although it is generally recognized that language students are helped by systematizing new lexis in the form of a vocabulary file or similar resource, simply encouraging students to do so does not generally motivate the majority to put much time into this strategy.

For our polytechnic students on a 3/5 year Business Studies course, English is compulsory for one semester in the third year. In designing our current course we built the use of a Personal Language Organizer (PLO) into the evaluation system so as to provide motivation and guidance for learners to acquire experience with this strategy. Accordingly, students are encouraged from the beginning of the semester to start developing their PLO and are told that the PLO can be consulted during course assessments. The purpose of the PLO is to keep a record of new language and its use in a professional context, with particular emphasis upon word partnerships, so as to provide a resource during the course itself and in the future.

This paper will look at how the course evaluation is carried out, including the evaluation criteria applied, and briefly describe some feedback from students and examples of their approaches to PLO organization. 

