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Given the widely acknowledged hegemony of the English language in the world, there is an increasing number of people interested in learning this language almost exclusively to be able to use it in their places of work. This has led many teaching institutions to offer highly specialized courses to satisfy this demand. An aspect of concern for both students and teachers arises from the fact that the former are generally very busy people with severe restrictions regarding the time they can dedicate to their study.

Unable to make use of private tuition or attend conventional face-to-face taught courses, many students enroll in distance learning courses. This paper describes the authors' experience in the mechanics of teaching English to (adult) professionals in a distance educational context. Firstly, the cognitive (positive and negative) features of this student profile are presented. Secondly, the suitability of the distance learning environment for professional language learning is presented, pinpointing the challenges that need to be overcome. Thirdly and finally, a specific proposal is made based upon the advances made in the area of ubiquitous peer-to-peer computer systems that enable dynamic collaboration to be undertaken, which is argued

to lead to more effective learning.

