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Several pilot projects in the use of digital video in education are presently taking place in the UK and it is believed that standards may rise as the consequence of this technology.  Taking these practises as a base for our work, we will explore its usage and possibilities in ESP learning environments.

This paper focuses on the advantages of producing and editing digital video to assess the development of students’ competence in ESP.  Firstly, we discuss current methods of ESP assessment in the four competences explored by Bachman in 1990:  language, pragmatic, socio-linguistic and strategic competence.  Secondly, we analyse the audio-visual possibilities of video editing at teachers and students’ own accord for ESP presentations with the specific purpose of assessing the linguistic competence in ESP students.  We examine ways in which the digital video facilitates the assessment procedure by means of audio recording, editing, image filming and editing, visual content recycling from TV, subtitling and adding activities.  

We advise on a range of techniques in which students make use of the digital video capabilities to improve their own learning by recording their progress throughout the course, editing their work and through individual or collaborative audiovisual presentations.  This way they can express their own understanding of the studied material and be provided with situations to build up and self-assess their communication skills in ESP.  
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