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Abstract

Harnessing the Web: motivating university ESP students through Web-Enhanced Language Learning

In the context of English language courses offered at universities, new technologies such as the Internet present an opportunity for EFL/ESP students to obtain valuable language input and at the same time enhance their familiarity with information technologies.  The creation of a website designed especially for their English language subjects can help introduce these technologies and complement traditional methodologies, as well as motivate students through the use of authentic and other learning materials. A combination of interactive, self-correcting activities and tasks geared to the Internet itself can be incorporated into self-access and in-class web-based learning modules.

As with other pedagogical tools, the purpose, content and audience should be taken into account when creating web-based materials. The audience’s level of electronic literacy and connectivity will obviously condition the design and content of these materials: for motivational purposes, the website should be conceived as a language-learning tool, and most importantly be perceived by the students as useful for their language studies and learning. Web-enhanced language learning should involve the students at several levels: not only student-to-computer, but also student-to-student through forums and email exchanges, webquests, etc.  

     In this paper I will discuss some of the tools and techniques involved in designing a website for university-level ESP students. I will also discuss the preliminary results of using this methodology in a university ESP-science environment. 

