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ABSTRACT

In an international conference held recently, John Swales affirmed that Spain is nowadays among the five most important countries in LSP research, together with United States, United Kingdom, Finland and Australia. The question is, is this reflected in the number of contributions in international journals? In this study we have reviewed the Spanish contributions in the issues published in the last five years of four of the most prestigious journals in this field: Applied Linguistics, English for Specific Purposes, The Especialist and System. The results show not only the percentage of contributions by Spanish researchers but also the topics of the published articles, and the affiliation of the researchers. Additionally, we have asked the editors of these journals their opinion about Spanish research and the main difficulties found in the Spanish researchers’ contributions. Results may be relevant for Spanish researchers who wish to publish in these journals, and in general, for those who are interested in academic research writing.

